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Presidentôs Message:  

 
Here we are in mid-summer and we have half of 

our events under our belt.  From the comments 

Iôm getting, I think everyone has enjoyed the 

Clinics and the Social Drives a great deal.   This 

is rewarding for your hard-working board of 

directors.  Hopefully, the remaining events will 

follow suite.  

 

As most of you know, the World Equestrian 

Games are being held in Kentucky this year and 

it will be the first year the event has been held in 

North America.  It promises to be very special 

and promote our sport of Driving in a very 

prominent way.  The organizers have asked that 

all involved in this discipline support the effort.  

In response, we have opted to send the 

organizers a cheque for $100 from our club.  In 

return, we have received a letter from Susan 

Koos Acker, the executive director of the 

American Driving Society, thanking us very 

sincerely for our contribution.  Personally, I feel 

good that our club has played a small part.  I 

hope you share that sentiment.   

 

As you who attend our clinics can appreciate, 

the auditors get much more out of a clinic if the 

clinician wears an audio device that allows you 

to hear what they are saying to you and the 

driver.  One is borrowed for the Sunset clinic 

and there has not been one at the Mian Farm 

clinics to date.  I, therefore, with the directorsô 

blessing, have gone ahead and ordered a 

ñWireless Audio Portable Buddyò from the 

United States and it is due to arrive this week.  I 

feel certain that the expense will be recouped in 

no time.  Now, both clinics will charge a 

nominal fee for auditors and they, in turn, will 

have a more worthwhile experience and glean 

more information.   

 

I urge all of you who have sold your fundraising 

tickets to turn in your stubs and money, to Mary 

Mulligan, and those of you who have not yet 

received any tickets to sell, or need more,  to 

contact Mary and she will provide you with 

some.  If each member sells a few it will be a 

successful campaign. Donôt leave it up to ñthe 

other guyò.  YOU can make a difference! 

      -- Mary Mulligan  

 

Please Note:  Phantom Farm Social Drive date 

changed to September 8; confirm attendance by 

September 6 with Margaret Monnelly 613-825-

3853 or email monnelly@magma.ca  

 

 
June Pelot at the Jeff Kohler/Sunset clinic   

mailto:monnelly@magma.ca
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Anything to Add for WEG? 
The Carriage Association of America is making 

up gift bags to present to each of the countries 

participating in the World Equestrian Games.  

Jill Ryder has asked that, if any individual driver 

would like to give something that represents 

their country to include in the bag, it would be 

most appreciated.  So far, Margaret and Pat 

Monnelly, Wendy Huckabone and Mary and 

Ian Mulligan have collected Canadian flags, 

pins, Mrs. McGarrigleôs Mustard, bottles of 

Maple Syrup and possibly Saskatoon Berry Jam 

and a key chain.  If youôd like to donate 

anything or make a financial contribution toward 

items in the bag, please call Mary Mulligan.  

Note that this is not an EOPDS effort so your 

individual name will be on the accompanying 

gifts.  Keep in mind that we need 20 of each 

item as there are 20 countries participating.  

These will be delivered to Jill at Walnut Hill, so 

they must be in by August 8
th
.    

 

At The Showsé 
By Diana Trafford  
 

W In the ribbons at the Tri-County 

Carriage Association show at Rockton 

Fairgrounds under judge Jane Lyndon 

on May 30 were Kilby Brunner -

DeForest ï just turned six, and still our 

youngest member ï and Diana 

Trafford . Driving her pony, 

Beaverwoodôs Starlight, Kilby was 2nd 

in VSE turnout, working and 

reinsmanship. Diana and her 

Standardbred mare, JDôs Abigail, won 

the single horse reinsmanship, and were 

2nd in turnout and progressive obstacles 

and 4th in working.  

W Jeff Kohler  was grand champion, 

multiples champion and winner of the 

concours dô®l®gance at the Central 

Ontario Pleasure Driving Association 

show held at the Orangeville 

Fairgrounds on June 6, driving a pair of 

grey Welsh and Welsh-cross ponies, 

Brewster and Mandalay Bay, owned by 

Carol Cross of Webster, N.Y. 

Junior/novice champion was Shelby 

Heinbuch driving Snow Kissed Misty 

Dawn, owned by June Pelot. Judge was 

Anne Leck. Barry Beach, assisted by 

Sandra Beach, was course designer and 

cones steward. 

 
Diana Trafford , single horse reinsmanship winner 

at Tri -County Carriage Show, Rockton 

 

W Kirsten Brunner  won the Intermediate 

2 single pony division at the Metamora 

CDE June 18-20, with Beaverwoodôs 

Raindrop.  At the International 

dôattelage at Bromont, June 25-27, 

Kirsten and Raindrop also won the 

Intermediate single pony division. 

W Tina Sully won the training single horse 

division at the Bromont CDE with Dear 

Park Phoenix.  
 

 
Shelby Heinbuch, Metamora Junior 

Champion 

 

W Jeff Kohler  attended the Eden Hill, 

Orleton Farm pleasure driving show 

June 19-20 in Stockbridge, MA, and got 
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some very nice placings with the pair of 

ponies, including a 1st in cones. 

W Five EOPDS members competed in the 

fourth annual Metamora Pleasure 

Driving Show in Michigan, July 9-11, 

under judges Anne Leck and John 

Greenall. In the honours were Kirsten 

Brunner , reserve single horse champion 

with Beaverwoodôs Astilby; Shelby 

Heinbuch, junior champion with 

Covenant Farmsô Snow Kissed Misty 

Dawn; Kilby Brunner -DeForest, 

reserve junior champion with 

Beaverwood Puffyn; and Jeff Kohler , 

VSE/pair pony champion with Brewster 

and Mandalay Bay.  Diana Trafford  

and JDôs Abigail were in the ribbons, 

earning a 3rd in training level dressage, 

a 6th in reinsmanship and a 4th in cross-

country.  

 
Kilby Brunner -DeForest, Metamora Reserve 

Junior Champion, accompanied by mom Kirsten 

Brunner  

 

W Barry and Sandra Beach were among 

the volunteers at Metamora, Barry as 

cones steward and Sandra as official 

scorer. Barry was also cones designer 

and steward at the Ontario Morgan 

Championship show at Newmarket July 

17. 

W Lynda Rivington and Terry Olmstead 

were first and second respectively in 

turnout, working and reinsmanship at 

the Ottawa Valley Light Horse 

Association show at Carp on July 3. 

Lynda also won the working 

championship. 

W Driving his single homebred part-Welsh 

pony Relhok Honor Roll at the Lorenzo 

Driving Competition July 17-18 in 

Cazenovia, N.Y., Jeff Kohler  won 1st 

in the large pony turnout and 

reinsmanship classes. 

 
Jeff Kohler, large pony turnout and reinsmanship 

winner at Lorenzo Driving Competition, NY 

 

Welcome New Members: 
Pierre M. Paquette, Metcalfe 

Nadja Davidson, Carp 

Michel Gauthier, Richmond 

Laurie & Tim Stoddard, Pembroke 

 

 

Deer Park Phoenix Wins Grand 

Championship at Bromont 

International CDE  
By Louise Fish, Navigator 
 

June 27, 2010.  After a couple of really great 

lessons from Kirsten Brunner  on the show 

grounds at Bromont, Phoenix was set for a super 

weekend.  On Friday, dressage was early and 

straightforward.  Earning 53.81, Tina Sully and 

Phoenix won the class by a good margin.  

Saturday, Phoenix drove like a dream cross-

country.  She was quick and brave through the 

hazards and incurred no penalties that day.   

 

On Sunday, although Tina thought the cones 

course looked like a nightmare, she and Phoenix 

managed a handy double clean.  Tina was 

presented with some pretty three-star ribbons 

and the Best Driver in Training Division trophy 

which, ironically, rendered her almost 

completely unable to drive out of the arena. 
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Tina and Phoenix are currently training for the 

preliminary division of the Laurels at Landhope 

in September. 

 

 
Tina Sully and Louise Fish on the marathon at the 

Bromont International CDE.  Photo Credit: 

Normand St-Jacques/www.chevalenphoto.ca 

 

 

Something To Look Forward Toé 
 

As many people showed an interest in a tour of 

the RCMP stables after Bill Stewartôs 

presentation at our AGM, we are in the process 

of planning this field trip.  It appears that early 

fall is the best time, so details will be coming out 

soon.  Hope you can join us! 

 

 

At The Clinicsé 

 

Jeff Kohler Clinic  
By Barry Beach 

 
The third annual EOPDS Spring Clinic was held 

at Sunset Farms in Stittsville on May 29 and 30.  

It was organized by myself and Wayne Byrne.  

The clinician was Jeff Kohler  from Barrie, 

Ontario.   

 

We had a total of 18 lessons and on Saturday we 

had a record number of people attending 

(approximately 55!). Jeff did an excellent job, 

both in the Saturday a.m. presentation, and in the 

individual lessons portion.  We were able to 

present a demonstration of tandem driving, 

courtesy of Wayne, with the commentary by 

Jeff.   

 

The weather was excellent.  This was the third 

and best-attended Spring Clinic.  The Clinic 

could not have happened without the assistance 

of many volunteers.  Thank you!   

 

We would like to especially thank Jennifer and 

Rob Rennie for all the work they did providing 

the wonderful lunch both Saturday and Sunday, 

plus coffee and treats at all times. Thanks also to 

Maney McNeil who, for the third year in a row, 

provided her wonderful horse, Analong, for the 

Clinician to use during the Saturday 

presentation.  Again this year, Wayne was able 

to come up with many great door prizes for 

those attending.  A great time was had by all! 

 

 

Here are some candid shots taken at the Jeff 

Kohler clinic by Maney McNeil: 

Junior Driver Jordan Alma 

 
Barbara Broughton 
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Susan Quade 

 

 

 
Shauna Orr 

 

 

 
Michelle Sparkes 

 

 
Phyllis Begg 

 

 
óChefô Jennifer Rennie at the end of a long 

two-day clinic 

 

 

Morris Kerr Clinic  
By Wendy Huckabone 
 

I was one of the lucky people who were able to 

participate at the Morris Kerr Clinic at Mian 

Farm on June 22 and 23. I drove on Tuesday 

afternoon and Wednesday morning; my friend 

Sue Buchanan was my groom for both days we 

were there and I truly appreciate all her work 

that she did for me to make the days go 

smoothly.   

 

Morris Kerr had never seen a Bennington Fun 

Bug before so was interested in the way it 

moved and was able to give some advice on how 

to set it up slightly differently to make it easier 

for my horse, Mist, to pull. Mist was out of 

shape and since it was hot we decided that she 

needed a bit of a breather so we did not do too 
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much trotting as she was just too hot on the 

Tuesday.  Mr. Kerr was very good at explaining 

what I was doing incorrectly and showed me a 

different way to hold the reins so that I did not 

have as much difficulty holding the lines and 

whip at the same time. The hour went by quickly 

and then Sue and I watched some of the others 

drive and enjoyed the pointers that Mr. Kerr 

gave them as we were able to pick up things that 

we were not even aware of since both of us are 

not that experienced of drivers.   

 

On Wednesday morning, it was cooler and I was 

at 8 a.m. in the morning so the cooler 

temperature was most appreciated by both Mist 

and me; again, Sue groomed for me.  We were 

able to warm Mist up before our lesson and even 

got her to canter a little.  Since it was cooler we 

were able to trot more and I was given a lot of 

help on my corners ï boy, do I need it.  I had a 

tendency to go too deep into the corners or to cut 

them too long so Mr. Kerr was able to explain to 

me how to decipher where I needed to be before 

I turned or started the turn to make my corners 

rounder and more even.  By the end of the lesson 

both Mist and I were getting it down pretty well 

so I was pleased with both of us.  We watched 

some of the others drive and were very 

impressed with all of the horses and drivers as 

well as all the information Mr. Kerr was able to 

give.   

 

I think it was a most enjoyable two days and 

very informative.  I would like to thank Ian and 

Mary  Mulligan  for having the venue, Morris 

Kerr for giving me help and advice for bettering 

my driving, Ian Mulligan for transporting my 

horse and helping fix my Fun Bug shaft and Sue 

Buchanan for helping me both days. 

 

Here are some candid shots taken at the Morris 

Kerr clinic by Wendy Huckabone: 

 

 

 
Linda Whitney  and Morris Kerr  

 

 
Terry Olmstead 

 

 
Janet Noyes-Brown 
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Bill Gardner  

 

 
Mary and Ian Mulligan  

 

 
Sally Jorgensen and Morris Kerr 

 

 

 
Kelly Joyce 

 

 

At The Social Drivesé 

 

Ferguson Forest Drive 
By Sally Jorgensen 

 
The 2010 social driving season kicked off with 

our annual drive in Ferguson Forestry Centre in 

Kemptville on May 19.  The drive started at 5 

p.m., after the workers had gone for the day, so 

we had the facility essentially to 

ourselveséwith the exception of a few bemused 

hikers who waved and smiled to see such a 

lovely sight. 

 

This was our first drive at Ferguson since 

management had blocked off many of the access 

routes to prevent vandalism. Many of the side 

paths to the central part of the station were 

blocked off by boulders.  There was room for 

ridden horses to pass through but not carriages.  

However, we had made prior arrangements to 

get the key to the gate across the main trail, so 

we were able to zig-zag around the tree nursery 

beds and open fields. 

 

What made the biggest impression on me this 

drive was the variety of equines represented.  

There was every size and shape, including three 

mini hitches, a Gypsy Vanner, a Hackney, a pair 

of Rocky Mountains, two Canadians, and a 

Percheron-Quarter Horse cross for a total of nine 

hitches.    
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After an hour-and-a-half and 8 kilometres or so 

of driving, we were ready to kick back for pizza 

and a chat under the trees.  It was a very sociable 

time as we swapped horse stories.  A special 

hoist of the glass to Ian Mulligan  who kindly 

went to town to supplement the pizza supplies. 

 

The weather cooperated, and it wasnôt until the 

close of the evening that we started to swat bugs, 

so all in all a very satisfying start to the social 

driving season. 

 

Here are some candid shots taken at the 

Ferguson Forest drive by Mary Mulligan: 

 

 
Karen Lamb 

 

 
Hector and Sue Vaillancourt 

 

 
Mickie Moir  

 
Wendy Huckabone 

 

 

 
Cathy Hartley and her mom, Audrey 

Stratford  
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Patricia Wakefield 

 

 
Francine Portenier & Bill Gardner  

 

 

Hawkridge Farm Drive 
By Wendy Huckabone 

 
I was fortunate to be a spectator at the 

Hawkridge Social Drive on June 13 in Elgin, 

Ontario.  The day was lovely and warm with a 

light breeze.  There were a total of 10 carriages 

(1 team, 2 miniatures and 7 single hitches) and 1 

outrider as well as at least 10 spectators.  All 

went on the drive together as there are many 

different trails in Hawkridge as it expands over 

715 acres of land.  There were water hazards for 

those who wanted to try their hand at that; some 

were, I am told, quite deep as it had rained the 

night prior.   

 

The drive lasted about one hour and everyone 

returned with smiles on their faces as well as a 

few wet legs from the water hazards.  The 

grounds and trails were beautifully kept and 

groomed.  A small building was opened so that 

we could enjoy a brunch together after the drive; 

as always, the food was very tasty and more than 

we could all eat.  We enjoyed a chat with each 

other then it was a quick clean up and everyone 

loaded up and headed home.  

 

Thank you to Sally Jorgensen for organizing 

the drive and to our host, Elaine Davies.  It was 

a truly beautiful venue with wonderful trails for 

drivers ï thank you again. 

 

Here are some candid shots taken at the 

Hawkridge drive by Wendy Huckabone: 

 

 
Gwen Byrne 

 

 
Wayne Byrne 
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Don & Jeannette Lampman 

 

 
Kathy OôKane and friend Rose 

 

 

Mian Farm Drive  
By Phyllis Begg 
 

The July 14 EOPDS social drive took place at 

Mian Farm outside of Manotick.  The weather 

was perfect ï hot, sunny, with a light breeze. 

   

As well as a full cones course, an obstacle 

course, and the dressage arena, Mary and Ian 

also set up cones on the back lawn.   Hardier 

drivers (of which I am not one) were able to 

drive the bush trails with the recommendation 

that bug spray be liberally applied to drivers and 

horses. 

 

There was a good turnout with 14 hitches and 

two riders.  It was interesting to see the variety 

of horses and vehicles which are part of the 

EOPDS.  Gwen Byrne and Jordan Alma were 

out with their silver dapple minis; Wayne 

Byrne had his young mini out for the first time; 

Karen Lamb was driving Danny; Sandy and 

Barry Beach completed the mini contingent 

with their pair and wagon.  Maney McNeil and 

Lynda Rivington had their Hackney ponies 

hitched to meadowbrooks. Lisa Morgan-

Lavigne, accompanied by Catherine Burnel, 

drove my Shetland pony, Robbie Burns.  

Towards the end of the drive, Catherine took the 

reins and drove Robbie.  

 

I had a chance to ride with Diana Trafford  in 

her road cart while she drove her Standardbred 

mare, Abbi.  It was nice to see the difference 

between driving a full-size horse as opposed to 

my pony.  Diana gave me tips on how to drive a 

dressage test, as well as how to approach cones 

properly.  Mary and Ian Mulligan  had their 

Morgan hitched to their marathon cart.  Sally 

Jorgensenôs pair of Rockey Mountain horses 

were also hitched to a marathon.  Jane Watts 

was Sallyôs groom.  Janet Noyes-Brownôs 

Haflinger was hitched to a practice cart.  Bill 

Gardner and his wife, Francine Portenier, also 

used a practice cart for their Canadian mare. 

Valerie and Alan Wilkinson  were present with 

their Suffolk Punch.  Linda Whitney  opted not 

to drive, but her two daughters, Kim and Stacey, 

rode her Saddlebred and Morgan horses. 

Margaret and Patrick Monnelly  had a front 

row seat to watch the variety of driving animals. 

 

After all the horses were unhitched and happily 

munching hay in their trailers, members 

gathered under  big shade trees to enjoy a 

delicious late lunch and cold drinks.  Definitely 

a delightful day and one enjoyed by all. 

 

The following Mian Farm Drive  photos 

courtesy of Jane Watts: 

 

 
Barbara Broughton, Janet Noyes-Brown & 

Wayne Byrne 
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Barry Beach, Ian Mulligan, Mary Mulligan, 

Jordan Alma, Sandy Beach & Gwen Byrne 

 

 
Sally Jorgersen, Alan & Val Wilkinson, & Ly nda 

Rivington 

 

Training Tip from Mary Mulligan : 
 
I discovered a neat little trick, quite by accident 

the other day that will help you with your 

dressage training. I thought Iôd pass it on.  

Early one morning, when the dew was on the 

grass, I went out to practise a new dressage 

pattern. In an effort to memorize the pattern 

first, I decided to drive my gold cart around the 

area. When I had finished I realized I had made 

a track with my wheels on the grass which laid 

out a perfect pattern. Following this track I 

drove around a couple more times until I felt I 

knew it.  Then I drove it with my horse and 

carriage, again following my track.  Iôve never 

had such perfect circles and corners!  The next 

day the track was gone and I drove it without the 

aid of a track and I was amazed at how well I 

drove it.   

 

One could do the same with your lawn mower if 

you wanted a more permanent track, but be 

careful you donôt allow yourself to become 

dependant on this aid. Youôll have no such 

assistance at a show!  

 

Suggestion Box: Canôt find the right bit here 

or in the U.S.? Check out www.abitspecial.com 

in England. I ordered a custom-made bit and 

received it in exactly one week. Excellent 

service and fast delivery. Lynda Rivington 

 
Maney McNeil on an outing at Mian Farm with 

her Hackney pair . Photo: L. Rivington 

 

 

Calendar of Events 2010 
(EOPDS dates subject to change) 

 

Aug 8: SLCDC Dressage Clinic, Place Wilhem, 

St. Lazare; info Marc Langevin 450-459-4450 or 

www.mews-canada.ca/slcdc.htm 

 

Aug 11-15: Walnut Hill Pleasure Driving Show, 

Pittsford, NY; www.walnuthillfarm.com 585-

385-2555 

 

Aug 15: Dwyer Hill Riding Club show, 

Richmond; contact Wayne Byrne at 613-838-

9699 or Barry Beach 613-839-2127 

 

Aug 29: OCDA Cones & Marathon, 

Glencameron Farm, Limehouse; Marion Hawley 

519-856-4605 

 

Sept 5: SLCDC Pleasure Driving Show, Place 

Wilhem, St. Lazare; info Marc Langevin 450-

459-4450 or www.mews-canada.ca/slcdc.htm 

 

Sept 8: EOPDS Social Drive, Phantom Farm, 

Almonte, 1 p.m., refreshments provided, 

confirm attendance by September 6 with 

Margaret Monnelly 613-825-3853 or email 

monnelly@magma.ca  

 

Sept 9-12: Laurels CDE, West Grove, Pa; James 

OôRourke 610-486-6484 

 

Sept 18: Richmond Fair, Richmond; 

www.richmondfair.ca 613-838-3420 


