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Here is the agenda:

e 5:30: punch and a video of the Live Oak
CDE;

e 6:15: the meeting itself;

e 7:00: roast beef dinner and home-made
pies;

o 8:15: guest speaker Sergeant-Major
Bill Stewart, Riding Master for the
RCMP Musical Ride, will talk about
the RCMP’s carriages and his time spent
with the Queen’s carriages in
England...among other things.

It promises to be an informative and enjoyable
evening for all.

We have to have an exact count of how many
dinners the ladies will prepare, so we ask that
you indicate your intention to attend by sending
your cheque payable to EOPDS in the amount of
$20 per person to Mary Mulligan, Box 955,
Manotick, Ont. K4M 1A8 before April 15.

Ideally, you will not procrastinate and send it
immediately, so that you don’t forget. You will
receive reminders as the event approaches.
Last year’s AGM was a wonderful social time.
Come and support your club and have a great
time!
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President’s Message:

A very productive meeting was held on January
18 at which your executive made plans for a
busy 2010 season. You will find a membership
form at the end of this newsletter. | encourage
you to fill it out right away to support EOPDS
and ensure that you continue to be informed of
upcoming events and other news items.

In the meantime, during the long winter
evenings how would you like it if | told you that
you could take private driving clinics presented
by top driving officials in the warmth and
comfort of your own home? I’ll bet you’d be
justifiably skeptical, but you’d jump at the
chance if it were true. Well you can. Let me
introduce you to “webinars.”

The word webinar comes from combining
‘World Wide Web’ and ‘seminars’. The
American Driving Society is offering




[Edition 149

http://www.eopds.ca Page 2‘

“webinars” and | recommend them highly.
They are hour-long talks by highly qualified
people, on different aspects of driving, that you
access on your computer.

On January 7, | watched one on “Super
Reinsmanship” and it was excellent. Jeff Morse
explained the newest form of Reinsmanship
Class which is becoming more and more
popular. He also talked about how they can be
incorporated with cones courses as well. On
January 21, | watched one on “Continuous
Driving” which was equally good. It explained
in detail how this new form of competition can
be organized. | believe it has real possibilities
for our club.

Two more webinars are being are being planned
on January 26 when Marc Johnson will present
one on ‘Navigating’ and on February 11 when
Jeff Morse will discuss “Harness, Bits and
More’. Still others are in the works so keep
watching the ADS website for announcements.

This format for learning more about the sport of
driving is easy and accessible to all -- even if
you are not a member of ADS. Just go to the
ADS website on the internet, go to Webinars and
there you will be asked to register. This is a
simple procedure and the lectures are free!
You’ll find them very motivating. Note that the
time for these sessions are given in CST so we
view them one hour later.

I strongly advise you to take advantage of this
great opportunity!
-- Mary Mulligan

P.S. Once again, lan has our winter trail in
terrific shape. Any member of EOPDS is most
welcome to use it. Call 613-692-3296.

Welcome New Members:
Miella Sigouin, Gloucester
Ann Joyce, Mallorytown
Kelly Joyce, Mallorytown
Jeffrey Kohler, Barrie

Lisa Morgan-Lavigne, Jasper
Ken and Kim Keill, Renfrew

Christmas Party

The EOPDS Christmas party on December 11 at
the Rideau-Carleton Racetrack was a grand
success. Thirty-two members and their guests
enjoyed a wonderful buffet dinner, an evening of
chatting and laughter, plus the added feature of
watching (and occasionally betting on) the races.

Because of the way the tables were arranged,
many members made new driving friends. At the
end of the evening, both Wendy Huckabone
and Margaret Monnelly were lucky at the slots
— good going! And just before Christmas, too!
Thanks to Mary Mulligan for organizing a
terrific evening.

Club member Bill Gardner has been driving his 6-
year-old Canadian, Pandora, most days this winter.
He uses an old farm sleigh and both enjoy wandering
about their trails during this great winter.

Equine Extravaganza
By Mary Mulligan

The 1000 Islands Mall in Brockville, located at
2399 Parkdale Ave., is holding a three-day event
called Equine Extravaganza. This is a static
display and seminars on everything “horsey”.
The organizers have asked that EOPDS be
present to promote Carriage Driving.

As one of our goals is to increase our visibility
in the community, we gladly accepted. It will
take place February 19, 20 and 21.

We hope that you will drop by our static display
which will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 12
noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday. It will also involve a
Speaker’s Forum and Margaret Monnelly will
be representing us, speaking at 2 p.m. on the
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Saturday across from our display. Her topic is
“Carriage Driving: An Introduction to the World
of Equestrian Driving”. We hope that you will
plan to take in her talk as well. Other people will
be presenting throughout the weekend. Joynt
Auction Company will also be holding an
Auction of Tack and Buggies on Saturday at 9
a.m.

We are still looking for four volunteers to man
the static display and hand out our brochures.
We will be sitting in pairs and hopefully you
could commit to a four-hour shift. PLEASE
CONTACT MARY MULLIGAN AT 613-
692-3292 IF YOU CAN HELP US OUT.

Young Drivers' Program 2010

Young drivers, who are family members or
individual members of EOPDS, are invited to
apply for a bursary of $300 for the year 2010.
The expectation is that this funding will be used
to pay for training at EOPDS clinics or with a
recognized professional clinician. During the
past year, young drivers were also expected to
perform some volunteer duties as their
contribution to EOPDS activities. This
expectation will continue in the coming year.
Those interested may contact Margaret
Monnelly for an application form by email:
monnelly@magma.ca or phone 613-825-3853.

EOPDS extends condolences to June Pelot on
the loss of her beloved Welsh mare, Bambi. In
their 20+ years together, Bambi brought June
countless years of driving pleasure, both
recreational and competitive, culminating in the
pony’s stellar performance at Walnut Hill in
2007.

A Look Back...

Winter Sleigh Rides To Remember
By Maney McNeil

Spanning a 10-year period from 1992-2002,
every February the Sheldon drive became an
annual event for EOPDS. John and Linda

Sheldon extended a warm invitation to their

farm on Hwy 43 near Kemptville for a winter
sleigh drive. Ten to fifteen trucks and

trailers would roll into the yard to be hitched for
1 p.m. and a drive-at-will afternoon would
commence.

If someone was unable to bring a hitch, large
sleighs were available to bring participants
through the bush back to the cabin at
Sheldon’s. Sitting on bales of hay behind John
Sheldon's team of Belgians, with your own
team, or in a one-horse-open sleigh, everyone
enjoyed the stillness of the countryside covered
with snow, the cold crisp smell of the fresh air,
and the relaxing sound of jingle bells.

Sheldon Drive 1995

Top Photo: Club member Pat Wolfe at the 1995
Sheldon Drive

Bottom Photo: Sally Jorgensen & Chevy at the 1995
Sheldon Drive

One picture in particular sticks in my mind. As |
was starting back on the trail, | could hear the
sound of bells coming nearer and nearer, and the
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barely audible swish of runners. Then I saw a
white horse put to a one-horse-open sleigh
coming around the corner with snow flying from
his hooves as he raced through the snowy

path. It looked like a picture from the past. But
no! It was Sally Jorgensen with her white Arab
"Chevy" enjoying a thrilling sleigh ride at John
and Linda Sheldon's.

As | recall, some of these sleigh drives were
very frosty and everyone would be bundled up
with coats, hoods, mittens and buffalo robes.
All would stop in front of the cabin and blanket
their horses.

Amidst chattering and laughter, and the warm
lunches -- hot turkey on a bun -- etc., provided
by our hosts, the Sheldon drive became quite the
social event with around 70 people participating
every year. The hospitality was always superb.

After braving the cold weather, all possessed a
healthy glow and had a sleigh drive that
continues to bring happy memories.
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Top Photo: Sheldon Drive 2001, hosts John & Linda
Sheldon with their team of Belgians

Bottom Photo: Club member Isabel Blake at the
2001 Sheldon Drive

Is Volunteering In Your Future?
By Barry Beach

Do one or more of the following apply to
you?

e Thinking of buying a horse and/or
vehicle to show but are unfamiliar with
what is required or appropriate.

e Not sure what kind or level of showing
(English, Western, eventing, driving,
etc.) would interest you.

e Enjoy horse events but owning a horse
is not possible or realistic at this stage of
life for you given your resources.

e Enjoy watching horse events but are
tired of sitting while all kinds of
interesting activities are going on around
you at the show.

e Enjoy traveling but would like to
include horse events in your trip which
would provide you with “hands on”
activities at the show.

o Retired and would like to spend time at
horse events without all the costs that
owning and showing incur.

o Tired of showing but still enjoy being
involved at horse shows and meeting
new people with similar horse interests.

If any or all of the above apply to you, perhaps
volunteering at a horse show is the answer! All
horse shows, regardless of the type, could not
possibly occur without volunteers. You can
volunteer at small local one-day shows, or at
larger shows lasting up to a week. No special
skills are required except commitment to
whatever it is you have volunteered to do.

Volunteering at horse shows will give you the
best view of the show, introduce you to many
people who share the same horse interest as you,
and help you to decide if that type of horse
activity is what you really want to invest time
and money in. Volunteering helps expand your
knowledge of the horse world and also enables
you to become active in horse events without
even owning a horse.
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Consider local club shows or local fairs. In the
driving world, Internet sites such as Drive
Ontario and the American Driving Society list
many driving shows and events, including local,
provincial and North American. All shows need
volunteers. It can be a very rewarding
experience, a great way to meet new people, and
a very practical way to gain knowledge in a
different kind of showing that you may not be
familiar with.

If you have any questions or interest in
volunteering, | can be reached at
beach@magma.ca. Local club shows are a great
way to start and |1 would be pleased to share the
knowledge and experience | have gained from
volunteering.

Another OEF Grant For EOPDS

As an affiliate of the Ontario Equestrian
Federation (OEF), the EOPDS receives many
benefits, including affordable insurance for the
society, without which we would not be able to
host our events. We are also eligible for funding
to support our efforts to promote recreational
driving.

The application process takes place early each
year, and grants are announced at the OEF
annual meeting in November. Credit is given for
educational and promotional activities.

EOPDS thanks Sally Jorgensen for her tireless
efforts once again in preparing another
successful detailed application.

Thanks, too, to Jennifer and Rob Rennie who
travelled to the OEF annual meeting in
November in Mississauga and picked up a
cheque for $1,360 on behalf of EOPDS.
Together with the membership fees received,
this grant will fund the social and educational
activities for EOPDS in 2010.

Suggestion Box:
Club members may be interested in a major

exhibition coming to the Canadian Museum of
Civilization, May 2010, called The Horse. It's a
travelling exhibit from the American Museum of
Natural History which examines the powerful
and continuing relationship between the horse
and humans. Check out the museum'’s website at
www.civilisations.ca and go to upcoming
exhibitions for more info. Thanks to Amber
Walpole for this suggestion.

The EOPDS gratefully acknowledges

the Ontario Ministry of Health Promotion,
through the Ontario Equestrian Federation, for
its contribution.

Phantom Farm Social Drive
By Margaret Monnelly

On September 21, Eastern Ontario Pleasure
Driving Society members enjoyed an afternoon
of social driving at Phantom Farm near
Almonte. Twenty-two people participated
altogether. Everyone appreciated being able to
drive at a very well appointed venue.

Photographs have become available since the
last newsletter. Some are included in this
Newsletter. Once again, the club wishes to thank
David Rees-Potter for inviting the club to
Phantom Farm and for providing the photos.

Photo: David Rees-Potter
Diana Trafford and Abbi at Phantom Farm
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Photo: Davi Ree-Potter
Wayne and Gwen Byrne’s minis and carts are all
polished & ready to get going at the Phantom drive

Photo: David Rees-Potter
Diana Trafford gets some assistance loading her
vehicle at the Phantom drive from Hector
Vaillancourt and lan Mulligan

Interested In CDES?
Why Not Try A One-Day Driving Trial
By Lynda Rivington

Have you ever thought about competing in a
combined driving event (CDE)? If so, starting
out at a one-day driving trial is an excellent
introduction to what to expect in a CDE.

Last spring, several EOPDS members travelled
to Relhok Farm in Barrie for an Introduction to
Combined Driving Clinic put on by the Ontario
Combined Driving Association (OCDA). Then,
in July, four of us ventured to Limehouse for an
OCDA-sponsored one-day driving trial at Bill
MacGillivray’s Glencameron Farm.

We had always wanted to try this kind of event
but never had the opportunity. This was an
adventure and we knew beforehand that we had
a lot to learn and remember.

Mary Mulligan and | were in the training
division — myself with a single pony and Mary
in the single horse division — and lan Mulligan
and Maney McNeil were our navigators. On
site, we encountered junior club member Shelby
Heinbuch, who was a working student at
Relhok for the summer and was navigating for
the seasoned competitor, Jeffrey Kohler, at this
event.

The morning schedule consisted of our dressage
tests and cones courses. With these two phases
behind us, ahead in the afternoon was the
marathon, which none of us had encountered
before — and what a learning experience it was!
So much to remember! Everything from flags to
stop watches, maps, gates, green cards,
negotiating obstacles correctly, trying to check
time at strategic places, to remembering the
course — it was all a challenge but great fun!
The importance of a navigator quickly became
apparent. And then there was the all-important
vet check at the end of the marathon.

We had a grand time and learned a lot. It was
certainly worth the drive from Ottawa for the
experience. So, this year, if you think you might
be interested in this aspect of driving, why not
consider a driving trial. It is very educational,
and a fun and low-key introduction to this sport.
Afterwards, when you receive your test sheets
and scores, you can review the day and see
where you can improve for the next time.

Letters to the Editor

Dear EOPDS:

Just received the latest newsletter and brochure.
Congrats to the Board for your vision and your
efforts. The EOPDS is in good hands. If this
brochure has not been sent to the attention of the
Carriage Association of America, please do send
it along. They, too, will be pleased with the
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accomplishments and professionalism of the
brochure.
-- Shan Kelso

Dear EOPDS:
Happy New Year to you all. I'm not sure who to
address this to but I just had to say .....

Thanks and congrats! The holiday period
gave us the time to catch up with a lot of reading
of newsletters, magazines and periodicals.

One of the magazines that | subscribe to said
something to the effect of: Pour a comforting
cup of hot chocolate, snuggle comfortably into a
chair and enjoy this wonderful issue.

Well, that intro would have been more
appropriate for the last EOPDS newsletter. Out
of everything in our "to read" pile, it was the
best, hands down!

It was truly enjoyable, chock full of great
articles contributed by a number of members. A
pat on the back to every one of them, and to the
editorial staff who put it all together in such a
nice cohesive package.

We're very much looking forward to the next
one! With thanks,
-- Carol Ann & Stephen Mills

Calendar of Events 2010
(EOPDS dates subject to change)

Feb 19-21: Florida Horse Festival & Carriage
Show, Florida Carriage Museum & Resort,
Weirsdale, FI; www.fcmr.org

Mar 20-21: St. Lazare Carriage Driving Club
(SLCDC) Beginners Driving Clinic, St. Lazare;
info Francois Bergeron 450-371-6677 or Marc
Langevin 450-459-4450

Mar 25-28: Live Oak CDE, Ocala, FI;
www.cailiveoak.com

Mar 27: Ontario Combined Driving Association
(OCDA) Introduction to Combined Driving

Clinic, Relhok Farm, Barrie; Marion Hawley
519-856-4605

Apr 9-11: Southern Pines CDE, Raeford, NC;
910-692-4164

Apr 10-11: Bill Lower Clinic, Beaverwood
Farm, Hillsburgh; info Kirsten Brunner 1-519-
833-7169

Apr 23-24: Martin’s Spring Auction, New
Holland, Pa; www.martinauctioneers.com 717-
354-6671

Apr 24: SLCDC Groom Clinic/Introduction to
Combined Driving; info Marc Langevin 450-
459-4450

May 1: Ottawa Valley Light Horse Association
(OVLHA) Tack Consignment Auction, Carp
Fairgrounds; Genevieve Kendell-Hayes 613-
826-0209

May 2: OCDA CDE Preparation Clinic,
QuarDream Farm, Mount Forest; 519-856-4605

May 9: OCDA Indoor Driving Trial—Training
& Preliminary Divisions, Orangeville
Fairgrounds; 519-856-4605

May 11-17: Carriage Association of America
trip to Royal Windsor Horse Show, England;
www.caaonline.com

May 19: EOPDS Social Drive, Ferguson
Forest, Kemptville, 5 p.m.; info Sally Jorgensen
613-258-5462; bring $5 for pizza

May 23: SLCDC Cones Day, St-Louise-de-
Gonzague; info Marc Langevin 450-459-4450

May 29-30: EOPDS Clinic with Jeff Kohler,
Sunset Farm, Stittsville; info Wayne Byrne 613-
838-9699 or Barry Beach 613-839-2127

May 30: Tri-County Carriage Association
Spring Driving Show; Sue Nicholas 519-848-
6288

June 6: Central Ontario Pleasure Driving
Association (COPDA) Pleasure Driving Show,
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Orangeville Fairgrounds; Mary Gregoris 905-
878-1739

June 13: EOPDS Social Drive, Hawkridge
Farm, Elgin, 1 p.m.; info Sally Jorgensen 613-
258-5462

June 18-20: Metamora CDE, Metamora, MI;
Jim Pierce 810-664-2102

June 22-23: EOPDS Clinic with Morris Kerr,
Mian Farm, Manotick; info Mary Mulligan
613-692-3296

June 25-27: Bromont International CDE,
Bromont, Quebec; Roger Deslauriers 450-534-
0787

July 3: OVLHA show, Carp Fairgrounds; Rae
Ann Brunton 613-257-1558

July 3-4: SLCDC Introduction to Pleasure
Driving Show, St. Lazare; info Francois
Bergeron 450-371-6677 or Marc Langevin 450-
459-4450

July 9-11: Metamora Carriage Pleasure Driving
Show, Metamora, MI; Linda Piette
guailhlw@aol.com

July 14: EOPDS Social Drive, Mian Farm,
Manotick, 1 p.m.; info Sally Jorgensen 613-258-
5462

July 16-18: OCDA Clinic & Show with Suzy
Stafford, Mount Forest; Marion Hawley 519-
856-4605

July 17-18: Birds Hill International CDE,
Winnipeg, Man; Carolyn Lintott 204-444-2514

July 17-18: Lorenzo Driving Competition,
Cazenovia, NY; Lisa Shotzberger 610-469-6556

July 24-25: East Aurora Pleasure Driving Show,
East Aurora, NY; Liz O’Donnell 716-380-5724

Aug 1: EOPDS Social Drive, Fiddlers Green
Stables, Stittsville, 11 a.m.; info Sally Jorgensen
613-258-5462

Aug 1: COPDA Pleasure Driving Show/Welsh
Pleasure Driving Show, Orangeville; Mary
Gregoris 905-878-1739

Aug 8: SLCDC Dressage Clinic, St. Lazare; info
Marc Langevin 450-459-4450

Aug 11-15: Walnut Hill Pleasure Driving Show,
Pittsford, NY; www.walnuthillfarm.com 585-
385-2555

Aug 29: OCDA Cones & Marathon,
Glencameron Farm, Limehouse; Marion Hawley
519-856-4605

Sept 1: EOPDS Social Drive, Phantom Farm,
Almonte, 1 p.m., TBC

Sept 5: SLCDC Pleasure Driving Show, St.
Lazare; info Marc Langevin 450-459-4450

Sept 9-12: Laurels CDE, West Grove, Pa; James
O’Rourke 610-486-6484

Sept 18: Richmond Fair, Richmond;
www.richmondfair.ca 613-838-3420

Sept 25: Carp Fair, Carp; www.carpfair.ca

Sept 30: EOPDS Social Drive, Upper Canada
Village, Morrisburg, 1 p.m.; info Sally
Jorgensen 613-258-5462

Oct 7-10: World Equestrian Games driving
events, Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY

Oct 15-16: Martin’s Fall Auction, New Holland,
PA; www.martinauctioneers.com 717-354-6671

The Dwyer Hill Riding Club will be holding
four shows at the Richmond Fairgrounds — one
in June, two in July and one in August. There
will be a pleasure driving division again this
year and the organizers hope it will be even
bigger and better than last year. Look for the
dates in the Calendar of Events in the next
newsletter.
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Classifieds

For Sale: Older small pony harness, complete
with breeching, black starter set, $100 obo. Call
Eva Hammond, 613-733-14509.

For Sale:
e Lovely 2-wheel easy entry cart, custom
made for 14.2-15.3hh, painted green.
Black solid steel construction with wood
spoke wheels, suitable for pleasure and
cross country, $2,000.

e Marathon pair horse carriage, comes
with shafts to fit large Draft horse or
pair of 14.2-15.3hh horses, $5,000.

e Beaverwood’s Cedar, large pony
gelding, buckskin, well trained to ride
and carriage drive. Registered %2 Welsh,
14hh. $8,500.

e Gracey, 15.1hh brown mare, well
trained for carriage driving and riding.
An excellent first horse for any family,
road safe and quiet. $5,000.

Contact www.Beaverwoodfarm.on.ca or call
Kirsten Brunner 1-519-833-7169

For Sale: Kristull's Fateful Encounter (Fate),
registered rare Caspian 2005 gelding, chestnut
with white blaze, 11hh (photo follows). Perfect
size for driving or for a flashy child's mount
(they are superb jumpers). Caspians are a small
horse, not a pony. They have both the
conformation and the temperament of a horse, in
a pony size. They make a showy, agile driving
horse. Perfect for those who want to downsize
but not quite as small as a mini. Fate is a very
quick learner and willing to please. Asking
$900. Seller is willing to board him at her farm
until spring at no extra cost to the buyer.
Located in South Mountain (Winchester) area. If
interested, please contact Gina Radic at 613-
989-3939 (evgs/wknd) or 613-946-3182
(wkdays) or email gina_radic@hc-sc.gc.ca

For Sale: Miniature driving horse, 14-yr-old
chestnut mare (photo follows). Has had six foals,
can drive single, pair, tandem (at the back),
cones, obstacles, and jumping. I'm selling her
because I'm finding it too much at my age to
look after and prepare three horses for the
shows. Contact Mickie Moir, 4161 Nixon Dr.,
Osgoode, Ont. KOA 2W0, email
mickiemoir@xplornet.com

Wanted: An adventuresome lady interested in
attending the World Equestrian Games in
Lexington, Kentucky anytime between Sept. 25
and Oct. 10, 2010 as volunteer or as spectator. |
have applied to volunteer as general volunteer.
If you want more information see
www.alltechfeigames2010.com and email or

phone Jane Watts 613-546-5973 or
swatts 3@sympatico.ca
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For Sale: Kutzmann Troll Cart (photo follows).
Features: torsion axle, hydraulic brakes,
marathon shafts, back step, removable raised
foot rest, adjustable bench seat, 23" pneumatic
tires. Reason for sale: not using the cart as | have
bought a 4-wheeled vehicle. Price: $3,500.
Contact: W. Huckabone at 819-956-2486
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Drive Ontario

Please note that Drive Ontario has recently
notified us that they are now offering free
advertising on their website to all who are
members of Drive Ontario. That means all of
us, as members of EOPDS, can avail ourselves
of this service. If you have an ad to post please
contact: DriveOntarioClassifieds@xplornet.ca
You can view the ads at www.driveontario.ca

Membership Notice:

Participants in club events must have a current
membership. Send proof of insurance with the
renewal form (available at www.eopds.ca) to:
Jennifer Rennie, EOPDS Treasurer, 7 Crantham
Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1R2; phone
613-831-2154. Fees: Individual $25, Family
$35.

10

Photo: Joanne Gariepy
Club member Pat Wolfe skijoring with Emmeline at
a Butternut Farm clinic in late January. Another
clinic is planned for February 20. More info at Pat’s
website www.patwolfefjords.com under Workshops.

Recommended Websites:
Carriage Association of America:
www.caaonline.com

American Driving Society:
www.americandrivingsociety.org
Drive Ontario: www.driveontario.ca
Drive Canada: www.drivecanada.org

Contact the EOPDS:

Mary Mulligan, President
Box 955, 6120 Rideau Valley Drive, Manotick,
Ontario K4M 1A8; 613-692-3296

613-567-7347
613-347-2541
613-831-2154

Lynda Rivington (VP):
Maney McNeil (Sec):
Jennifer Rennie (Treas):
Directors

Margaret Monnelly:
Barry Beach

Sally Jorgensen

Wayne Byrne

lan Mulligan

613-825-3853
613-839-2127
613-258-5462
613-838-9699
613-692-3296

Send items for the spring newsletter by April 30
to Lynda Rivington, 9 Belgrave Road, Ottawa,
Ontario K1S 0L9; phone 613-567-7347 or email
rivington@rogers.com Classifieds are free for
club members.




