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President’s Message:  
With the exception of our upcoming Christmas 
Party, our 2011 Driving Season has come to a 
close. Articles in this newsletter as well as 
previous ones attest to the fact that it has been a 
busy and successful year. Thanks to all who 
participated and contributed to making it 
enjoyable. 
 
The EOPDS Board will be meeting in January to 
decide on our Calendar of Events for 2012. If 
you have ideas or comments we’d welcome 
them. Just make them known to any member of 
the board and they will be considered.   
 
At this time, I would like to inform everyone of 
my intent to resign as your president at the AGM 
in April. This date will mark four years of 
service as President as well as three as Treasurer 
prior to that. As much as I have enjoyed my 
time, I feel that is a significant contribution and 
it is now time for someone else to “take over the 
reins”. I believe two other members of the 
executive plan to retire as well. This means that 

there will be vacancies for the position of 
directors and I am strongly encouraging each of 
our members to seriously consider stepping up 
and serving your club. This is “pay back’ time. I 
know there is a lot of untapped talent out there 
and we’d welcome you on board. Please contact 
any board member and indicate your interest in 
volunteering and helping to bring our club into 
the future. I look forward to seeing you all at the 
Christmas Party.   
    – Mary Mulligan 

 
Christmas Party 

Friday, December 9 
5:30 p.m. 

Rideau Carleton Raceway 
Buffet Dinner $19.99 

(individual billing that night) 
RSVP by November 30 to 

Mary Mulligan at 613-692-3296 
mianfarm@xplornet.com 

 
Christmas Gift Idea 

Anyone interested in ordering a jacket, shirt or 
cap with our EOPDS logo on it, contact Mary 

Mulligan at 613-692-3296 before November 20.  
They'd make a great Christmas gift! 

 

 
Mary Hume and Walter Hambleton took Joker and 
Sammy to the Upper Canada Horse Lovers’ Weekend 
this fall where the minis met some of the giants of the 
horse world!! Photo: Mary Hume 
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Welcome New Members 
Jim Currie 

Ann Hedberg 
Elizabeth McIntosh Legg 

 
The National Drive 2011 
By Maney McNeil & Ian & Mary Mulligan 
 
Have you ever wondered what the ultimate 
holiday would be for a horse driver?  We believe 
we’ve just experienced it! 
 
At 5 p.m. on October 2, with Roger and Thorn 
aboard, we headed out the gate and 18 hours 
later (including 3 hours for sleep in a rest area) 
we arrived at the Kentucky Horse Park. 
 
That Monday we got organized and let the horse 
and pony rest. Kirsten Brunner , her daughter 
Kilby  and husband David, who are members of 
EOPDS, joined us Monday night. Erica, 
Kirsten’s mom, Elizabeth and Sue, and Cynthia 
and Leo Zalewski, who all board at Beaverwood 
Farm, rounded out the Canadian group. 
   
Many different breeds of horses – approximately 
300 in total – and dogs and donkeys, as well as a 
great variety of vehicles, were represented. 
   
Each day began with a social time with coffee 
and donuts and a drivers’ meeting. Safety was 
certainly highlighted here as well as any other 
information we needed for the day. Most people 
then went back to their respective stalls, 
groomed, harnessed and put to.   

 
Maney McNeil & Roger enjoying one of the many 
trails at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington. 

Safety Check 
The first stop for everyone, the first day only, 
was to go to the safety check. Once you were 
cleared here and got your sticker applied to your 
number, you were free to drive at will. There 
were three color-coded, well-marked trails to 
follow if you wished.   
 
The Kentucky Horse Park is 1200 acres so one 
could drive many hours and never cover the 
same ground. The scenery was spectacular with 
miles of white fences, beautiful trees and 
awesome buildings. You really got a sense of 
being back in time and participating in a Sunday 
afternoon drive in a park. There were cones and 
hazards, both wet and dry, left over from WEG 
that you could participate in. 
   
Volunteers 
Many volunteers who were distinguished by 
their bright orange caps were generously 
scattered throughout the grounds, always ready 
to help if needed. Medi-vac units were there on 
call as well, which was comforting. Fortunately, 
they were not needed.   
 

 
Mary Mulligan & Thorn coming through one of the 
water obstacles at the Kentucky Horse Park 
 
Clinics & Workshops 
In the afternoon, there were clinics, workshops 
and speakers offered on a variety of horse-
related topics. There were also several well-
known clinicians available for private lessons if 
you wished. Maney took a worthwhile lesson 
from Melissa Boyd. 
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Muffy Seaton, a driving proficiency evaluator, 
could also be booked for those wishing to be 
tested. (See the article below for details.) There 
was a photographer on site as well as many 
kiosks where you could spend, spend, spend. 
 
Maney purchased as new biothane harness and a 
Foxlane cart. Roger looks elegant in it! Thorn 
spent a session with an animal communicator 
and it was fascinating how insightful she was! 
  
Other Activities 
On Thursday afternoon, we were treated to a 
tour of Three Chimneys Farm which is a top 
Thoroughbred breeding farm in the area. It was 
the home of Seattle Slew, Big Brown and many 
other famous racers. To give you an idea of the 
quality of their stud, one of their stud’s fees is 
$500,000. It was amazing to see! 
 
The Bit and Bridle restaurant provided excellent 
food. Every evening there was food and 
entertainment such as a wine and cheese, chili 
night, live music, karaoke and, of course, great 
socializing with relaxed and happy people with a 
common interest. Some people checked out 
some of the many wonderful restaurants in the 
area.    
 
After four days of driving in absolutely perfect 
weather, we regretfully headed for home Friday 
at noon and arrived safely back at our gate at 
7:30 a.m. What a holiday!  If ever you get an 
opportunity to attend this annual event, we 
highly recommend it as the perfect conclusion to 
the driving season.     
   
 
Challenge Yourself 
By Mary Mulligan 
 
As some of you may be aware, the Carriage 
Association of America has developed a Driver 
Proficiency Program based on the one offered by 
the British Driving Society. John Parker was a 
great guide in bringing it into being.  
 
The goal of the program is to promote the sport 
of driving based on safety and education. The 
end result is an interactive, adult-oriented 

education program with a certificate of 
proficiency award when all the units are 
successfully completed.   
 
I learned that there was going to be an 
opportunity to be evaluated at the National Drive 
in Kentucky, and thought that I would like to 
challenge myself and see if I could pass the test.  
To that end, I sent for the syllabus they provide a 
few weeks before the event and proceeded to 
brush up on my knowledge.  
 
Muffy Seaton, the well-known, very successful 
international driver was the evaluator. She put 
me through my paces for an hour-and-a-half.  
 
It was a combination of verbal questioning and 
the hands-on harnessing, putting to and driving 
requirements. She was very pleasant and 
encouraging which helped me to relax and tend 
to the task at hand. At the conclusion, she 
declared that I had passed. Whew! I received a 
Level One and Road Driving Certificate and pin.   
 
I encourage all drivers to take advantage of this 
experience. It is a worthwhile endeavour that 
will result in you being a more knowledgeable 
and safer driver.   
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Mulligan (centre) being tested for the CAA 
Driver Proficiency Program by Muffy Seaton (right). 
Ian Mulligan is on the left. 
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Social Drives 
 
Hawkridge Social Drive 
By Phyllis Begg 
 
The Hawkridge Farm Social Drive took place 
under cloudy skies on August 22. Twenty 
members came out to the drive with a total of 
eight hitches. Hawkridge Farm with its well-
maintained trails is a favourite driving venue for 
the club. 
 
After all the horses were unhitched and carriages 
loaded, everyone gathered in a large circle and 
enjoyed a late lunch prepared by Sally 
Jorgensen. It was a great opportunity to 
socialize with other club members. A special 
‘thank you’ to our host, Elaine Davies. 
 

 
Maney McNeil and Jim Currie with the Hackney 
pair, Roger and Brigitte, at Hawkridge 
 

 
Peter Harding accompanied by daughter Emily at 
Hawkridge with Dutch Harness Horses Sire & Zeno 
 

 
Tina Sully driving Phoenix and navigator Cheryl 
White chat with Kathy Harding at Hawkridge 

 
Mian Farm Social Drive  
By Phyllis Begg 
 
The Mian Farm social drive took place on 
September 5. Bug season was pretty well over, 
and the weather was absolutely perfect for 
spending the day outdoors. We had a good 
turnout for the drive, not only EOPDS members 
but we played host to the the Appleton Pony 
Club 
  
Mian Farm is such a lovely spot to go driving.  
Mary and Ian have created a diverse venue.  
Drivers have a choice of working on their driven 
dressage, going cross-country on the trails, 
driving through the cones course or last, but not 
least, driving through the latest obstacle Ian has 
built. As a club, we are very fortunate that Ian 
and Mary so frequently invite us to use their 
farm for so many of our driving activities.    
  
Many of our members gave drives to the pony 
clubbers who seemed to enjoy the experience.  
Hopefully, it sparked an interest in driving 
and perhaps, at a future date, some of them 
might take up the sport. 
  
Sally Jorgensen, again, produced a phenomenal 
lunch. Portobello mushrooms, sundried tomatoes 
and goat cheese were used as a filling in 
sandwiches that were so different and so 
delicious. Also, there was an assortment of 
desserts for everyone, including a birthday cake 
for Ian. We were fortunate to be able to 
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celebrate one of his milestone birthdays with 
him.  
 
Many thanks to Mary and Ian for hosting us on 
the farm. It is always an enjoyable experience 
for everyone. 
 
 

 
Ian Mulligan celebrates his 70th birthday at the Mian 
Farm Social Drive 
 

Upper Canada Social Drive 
By Karen Lamb 
 
On Tuesday, October 4, Mickie Moir, Pat 
Wakefield and I decided not to be discouraged 
by the predicted rain and we trailered our minis 
to Upper Canada Village. We drove through 
some rain on the way down but it was just 
drizzling a bit when we arrived.   
 
By the time we unloaded, hitched and bundled 
into our rain gear, the skies cleared and we had a 
wonderful drive. The temperature and scenery 
were perfect for a fall drive – didn't need the rain 
gear at all. We took about an hour and three-
quarters and drove from the Chrysler parking lot 
over to the Marina and back.   
 
We met some tourists from the U.S.A. who had 
come to the Village but, as it is closed on 
Tuesdays, they stopped to chat about Miniature 
Horses and driving. Hope it brightened their 
day. It was a great day for us. Sorry more people 
didn't brave the elements and join us.   
 

Williamstown Bicentennial 
Heritage Horse and Carriage Drive 
By Maney McNeil 
 
On Sunday, September 11, the Williamstown 
Fair celebrated its 200th anniversary with a 
Bicentennial Heritage Horse and Carriage Drive. 
There were 20 hitches consisting of heavy and 
light horses, ponies, teams and singles along 
with a team of mules. Walter Hambleton's son 
lead with his six-horse hitch of Belgians. 
 
Five members from EOPDS participated in the 
12-kilometre drive along quiet country roads – 
Micki Moir, Pat Landreville, Walter 
Hambleton, Maney McNeil and Mary and Ian 
Mulligan . 
 
Upon returning to the fairgrounds, each hitch 
was announced as they drove around the ring 
and was presented with a plaque for 
participating. A meal voucher was given to each 
one for the canteen run by the volunteer 
Williamstown Fire Department. 
 
A large display of antique horse-drawn vehicles 
was on display in one of the buildings, along 
with a small farmers’ market set up in the 
adjacent building. 
 
It truly was a wonderful day with people lining 
the roads to see. I almost felt I was in the parade 
at Walnut Hill instead of my hometown of 
Williamstown. Thank you to EOPDS for helping 
to make this a great parade and celebration. 
 
 
 

  
Mary & Ian Mulligan at the Williamstown Fair 200th 
Anniversary Drive 
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Competitions 
 

Shelby and Mysty’s Great Day 
By June Pelot 
 
Even the weather cooperated: cloudless, blue-
morning skies and moderate temperature at 
COPDA’s show in Orangeville on September 
25.  
 
Shelby Heinbuch, who is showing in her final 
year as a junior, took first in turnout, obstacles, 
working pony and reinsmanship, which won her 
the division championship.  
 
They went on to win the Grand Champion 
ribbon against tough competition – quite a feat 
for a junior driver! 
 

 
Shelby Heinbuch driving June Pelot’s Welsh mare 
Mysty at the COPDA fall show in Orangeville 

 
We’re Movin’ On Up! 
By Louise Fish 
 
Tina Sully and Phoenix won Preliminary 
dressage, the Preliminary single class and the 
Preliminary division at the Garden State CDE in 
Allentown, New Jersey, on September 8 & 9. 
They competed in a field of 9 single horse 
competitors and 17 preliminary competitors 
overall.   
 
This was our first time at this two-day event.  
We were extremely impressed with the 
organization, hospitality, challenging hazards 
and the lovely grounds.   
 

Since this is our third first-place finish in a row 
this year, we will be moving up to Intermediate 
for the 2012 season. 
 
Walnut Hill 
By Mary Mulligan 
 
Walnut Hill 2011 was the 40th anniversary of 
North America’s largest Carriage Driving Show 
and it was a resounding success. I am very proud 
to report that EOPDS members were well 
represented, as competitors and their helpers,   
volunteers and spectators.   
 
The volunteers were Barry and Sandy Beach 
as well as Wayne and Gwen Byrne. The 
indispensable helpers included Maney McNeil, 
Michel Gauthier, Phyllis Begg, Randy 
Olmstead, Ian Mulligan and David DeForest.  
Spectators seen walking about and enjoying the 
show were Margaret and Pat Monnelly, 
Wendy Huckabone, Jennifer Sigouin, Peter 
and Kathy Harding, June Pelot, and Ann and 
Kelly Joyce.  How nice to have such an 
enthusiastic group to cheer the competitors on.   
 
Mary’s Walnut Hill Results: 
 
In the Wicker Division, I was 2nd in afternoon 
turnout, 1st in picnic turnout, 2nd in park 
performance and ended up with the 2011 ladies 
wicker championship. 
 
In the ‘Other Than’ Division, I placed 4th in 
reinsmanship and 5th in progressive obstacles. 
 
In the Runabout Division, my horse, Irish Thorn, 
driven by Kirsten Brunner  got 1st place in 
every class to earn the 2011 runabout 
championship. 
 
If you haven’t taken in this classy, entertaining 
event, you really should consider doing so next 
year. The pictures below tell the story of this 
wonderful highlight of our driving season.   
   
Personal reports from some of our EOPDS 
competitors and their respective results follow. 
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Terry Olmstead’s Walnut Hill Report: 
 
At Walnut Hill, we placed 5th in progressive 
cones, 6th in reinsmanship, went clear in cross-
country and placed in the top nine in turnout. 
We were also reserve champion at the St. Lazare 
pleasure driving show.  
 
We need to say a special thank you to Phyllis 
Begg for all her hard work and polishing talents 
at Walnut Hill – we actually sparkled!!!!   
 

 
Terry and Randy Olmstead with their Canadian, Feu, 
at Walnut Hill 
 
Ken Pedlar’s Walnut Hill Report: 
 
At Walnut Hill this year, in the Single Horse 
Meadowbrook/Roadcart Division, we were 1st 
in progressive obstacle and 2nd in cross-country 
obstacle (fastest time). 
 
In the Runabout Division, we placed 2nd in fault 
and out obstacle and 2nd in cross-country 
obstacle (ideal time). 
 
We showed our 15-year-old Morgan gelding, 
Justice Lieutenant Colonel. He seemed to be a 
little off in his right hip after the first class, 
(progressive obstacles) and it bothered him a lot 
more in the ring with its much harder surface 
than the grass. 
  
We worked on it all week, with the help of a 
massage therapist, and he was able to return to 
the ring by Saturday. We had to withdraw from 
ring classes in both divisions for most of the 
show.  

 
He had won progressive obstacles (which gets 
down to a 1-inch clearance for each wheel by the 
final set of cones) by an amazing 6 seconds over 
the next fastest clear round. 
 
We have been showing at Walnut Hill since 
2001 and have only missed 2 of those 11 shows. 
It has been a real privilege and pleasure to have 
this opportunity to do so. 
 
We are strictly amateur backyarders who only 
attend two shows a year because of extremely 
busy lives. We all have to make choices about 
priorities in our lives and showing horses just 
has to fall in line, well behind a number of other 
things that are more important to us. 
  
At the same time, we do enjoy our horses at 
home and, even though the work involved is 
quite burdensome at times, showing is an escape 
from reality that adds to that enjoyment, as long 
as we keep it in perspective. 
 
I was pleased to have Bruce and Alice Murray of 
Northline Morgans at Walnut Hill to help me for 
two days, as I was otherwise on my own. 
 
All in all, it was another enjoyable experience at 
Walnut Hill. The show is very well run, with 
great social events and the many volunteers are 
wonderful, including our Canadian crew! 
 
We hope to return next year, the Lord willing 
and if all goes well. Congratulations to all 
EOPDS members who got out there and showed 
their horse, or pony, at Walnut Hill this year. 
 

 
Ken Pedlar with Justice Lieutenant Colonel at Walnut 
Hill 
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Diana Trafford’s Walnut Hill Report: 
 
I showed in the Single Horse put to a Road Cart 
or Meadowbrook Division driving Beaverwood's 
Astillby, thanks to the generosity of Kirsten 
Brunner . We won the reinsmanship class and 
had a fifth in the turnout. We also had a second 
in the Old Guard class. 
  

 
Diana Trafford performing the solo portion of her 
winning reinsmanship class at Walnut Hill with 
Beaverwood’s Astillby. 
 
 
Jeff Kohler’s Walnut Hill Report: 
 
My Section A Welsh stallion, Relhok Austin 
Healey, owned by Relhok farm, was small single 
pony division A champion.  
 
With Synod Lord Percival, a Section C Welsh 
stallion owned by Kim & Richard Sargent of 
Zurich, Switzerland, we took the large single 
pony championship in division B. In the 
presentation pleasure drive with Synod Lord 
Percival, we won the single pony ‘Other Than’ 
division.  
 
I ended up as gentleman champion and reserve 
champion. 
  
Jordan Alma helped me at the show grooming 
on and off the carriage, and also was part of Eve 
Dexter’s winning costume class entry. We really 
appreciated his help. 

Gentleman champion Jeff Kohler with small pony 
division A champion Relhok Austin Healey  

Waiting for the picnic turnout class are Amy Kohler 
& EOPDS junior member Jordan Alma with large 
single pony division B champion Synod Lord 
Percival presented by Jeff Kohler 

Other EOPDS Walnut Hill Results: 

In the Single Horse Runabout Division with the 
Mulligan’s Irish Thorn, Kirsten Brunner  won 
turnout, cross-country and fault and out and 
ended up runabout champion. 
 
In Large Single Pony Division A, Kirsten was 1st 
in reinsmanship, progressive obstacle and cross-
country, and 2nd in turnout to end up A division 
champion. Kirsten was also lady champion of 
the show. 
 
In the Junior Division, Kilby Brunner-
DeForest placed fourth in turnout while Shelby 
Heinbuch: brought home a 5th in turnout.  
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Walnut Hill: A Groom’s 
Perspective 
By Phyllis Begg 
  
For the last few years, I have listened to EOPDS 
members talking about the Walnut Hill Pleasure 
Driving Show, and read in the newsletter how 
well EOPDS members had placed. This year, I 
had the opportunity to go as Terry Olmstead’s 
groom. This was Terry’s first year showing at 
Walnut Hill and the first time I have ever served 
as a groom.   
 
Arrival 
Terry, her husband Randy, and I arrived at 
Walnut Hill a couple of days before the show 
started. This allowed everyone to settle in and 
get the equipment unpacked. We set up a gazebo 
next to the Mulligan’s gazebo. We unpacked a 
table and chairs and effectively created a work 
area for harness as well as an area to relax and 
socialize.   
 
Feu, Terry’s Canadian horse, had a chance to get 
acclimatized to a new environment, an important 
consideration since this was all new to him. Feu 
enjoyed seeing his pal, Irish Thorn, Mary’s 
horse. It also gave us a chance to wander around 
the grounds and have a close-up of the cross-
country course as well as visit the vendors.   
 
The next day Terry rode Feu over to the cross-
country course. It was the only opportunity 
before the show started for Feu to be introduced 
to sights he had never seen before, such as a 
huge wooden carousel positioned near a water 
obstacle. The water obstacle alone would have 
been scary. Terry got him through the water and 
rode him back and forth a few times until he was 
comfortable. Since Terry’s first class was on the 
Thursday, we were able to spend some time 
watching the show on Wednesday. 
   
Arriving early also gave us extra time to get 
everything ready for Feu’s class on Thursday.  
When you are riding at a show, you have the 
horse, the saddle and bridle to get ready.  
Everyone who drives knows how much extra 
cleaning is involved in cleaning harness as well 
as the carriage.   

Behind the Scenes 
I had taken the EOPDS harness cleaning clinic 
earlier in the summer, and I certainly used my 
new knowledge. Showing at this level, the 
harness needed to be clean as well as polished so 
that it really stands out. Terry and I polished and 
buffed all the leather until it gleamed. Every 
piece of brass was cleaned not just on the 
harness but also on the carriage which Randy 
had washed.   
 
As in any horse environment, Feu’s stall was 
cleaned on a regular basis, and either Terry, 
Randy or I would take Feu out to hand walk 
him. We all hated leaving Feu at the end of the 
day when it was time to go back to the hotel.   
With so many members of EOPDS in our 
section, Feu frequently got an early flake of hay 
from Mary or Maney, or a late flake from Diana 
Trafford  who had arrived with her two grooms. 
 
The Show Begins 
Terry’s first class Thursday morning was the 
Lady/Single Horse/Vehicle other 
than/Progressive Obstacle. Before being 
harnessed, Feu was groomed until he shone.  
Once he was harnessed and put to the carriage, 
all the leather was checked to make sure no 
fingerprints marred the surface. The carriage 
was also checked to make sure everything was 
perfect. Of course, we all made sure the driver, 
Terry, passed inspection, but she was always 
impeccably turned out. Fortunately, she wasn’t 
wearing any brass jewellery or she might have 
been buffed as well.   
 
Terry was able to walk the course, but only if 
she had a driver in the carriage holding the 
reins. Barry Beach was concerned that she 
didn’t have anyone to take the reins since Randy 
doesn’t drive. Terry assured Barry we were 
covered on that point, and I got to sit in the 
carriage and hold the reins. Though I generally 
drive a Shetland Pony, quite a bit smaller than 
Feu, he is a wonderful horse and when Terry 
parks him, he stays parked. 
     
More Behind the Scenes 
Terry’s next class was the cross-country. In 
preparation, all harness and brass were again 
thoroughly cleaned and polished. Randy was to 
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accompany Terry on the cross-country and, that 
item that always gets forgotten at home, turned 
out to be Randy’s shirt. While you could buy 
horse-related items at Walnut Hill, shirts were 
harder to find. Fortunately, Ian was able to loan 
one to Randy. Terry and Randy were a very 
handsome couple as they set out for their class.  
Thanks to Terry’s preparation with Feu earlier in 
the week, they went clear on the cross-country. 
 
After the cross-country course, Feu had to be 
bathed and the harness and carriage received a 
rigorous cleaning because of stains left from the 
water obstacle. Terry’s third class of the day was 
the Lady/Single Horse Vehicle other 
than/Reinsmanship. 
 
With three classes in one day, there wasn’t time 
to see any other classes. It really didn’t matter 
because you were in the middle of the show. 
You saw all of the horses being exercised, all of 
the carriages being cleaned. You were able to 
chat with some of the other participants, and 
where possible, you tried to get a chance to see 
fellow EOPDS members in the ring. Being able 
to borrow Ian’s golf cart helped us get up to the 
ring and back in a hurry. 
 
Break Day 
Friday was an easier day since Terry and Feu 
were not competing until Saturday afternoon.  
Terry took Feu for a drive around the grounds, 
thankfully in his marathon harness rather than 
his show harness.  We were able to relax a bit 
while Terry and I cleaned the harness, and 
Randy looked after the carriage. Feu was hand-
walked a few times, and was visibly relaxed and 
accustomed to all the activity around him. 
 
Travelling with a Canadian was quite funny.  
Visitors would ask what kind of a horse he was, 
and when we replied a Canadian, the visitor 
would respond, “But we want to know his breed 
not the country of origin.” 
  
Picture Perfect 
Saturday afternoon, Terry showed in the Single 
Horse/Vehicle other than/ Pleasure Turnout.   
Because this was a pleasure turnout class, we 
were even more particular getting the horse, 
harness and carriage ready. Everything was 

buffed and polished to perfection, right down to 
Terry’s shoes which never got to touch the 
ground. It was becoming a reflex to check, and 
double-check, for fingerprints or smudges on the 
leather to make sure Feu was as handsome as 
possible, and the brass shone to perfection. The 
end result was picture perfect. 
 
Groom’s Perspective 
From a groom’s perspective, going to a show at 
the Walnut Hill level is a lot of work. But you 
are not working alone. Terry and Randy did as 
much if not more than I did. Most people don’t 
place in their first few shows at Walnut Hill.  
Terry placed 5th in progressive cones, went clear 
in cross-country, placed 6th in reinsmanship, and 
placed in the top 9 out of 17 in turnout. 
   
As a groom, you are very much a part of the 
action but without the stress of competing. I 
learned a lot just by watching. I had the chance 
to meet and socialize with other competitors, 
such as Ian and Mary Mulligan, Maney 
McNeil, Diana Trafford, Kristen Brunner, 
Jeff Koehler and Jordan Alma.    
 
We also met volunteers Wayne Byrne, Gwen 
Byrne, Barry Beach and Sandra Beach.  
Margaret and Pat Monnelly, Wendy 
Huckabone and Jen Seguin came to visit 
fellow EOPDS drivers. Francois Bergeron and 
his wife, Monique, were showing their 
Canadians.  
 
In addition, it was nice to meet and chat with 
other competitors not associated with EOPDS 
and look at the variety of horses and 
carriages. Walnut Hill is truly an outstanding 
venue. 
 
Young Drivers Program 
By Margaret Monnelly 
 
Three young people were recipients of the 2011 
EOPDS Young Drivers Program bursaries. Here 
is a summary of their activities this year. 
 
Jordan Alma participated at the Walnut Hill 
Pleasure Driving show by working with his 
coach, Jeffrey Kohler, throughout the show.  
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He also performed as a passenger in two of the 
Ascot Evening Classes 
 
Jordan’s new pony is in training so Jeff included 
Jordan in everything he could at Walnut Hill. In 
return, Jordan groomed for Relhok Farm and did 
the night check of the horses as his family was 
staying on the grounds. In the words of his 
grandmother, Gwen Byrne, “It was all quite 
wonderful”. 
 

Shown in the 
costume class at the Friday evening picnic at Walnut 
Hill is Eve Dexter from COPDA club driving the 
mini (lion) put to an antique circus cart. Jordan Alma 
is leading the lion in his white coat. They won first 
prize for their circus scene. Photo: Gwen Byrne 
 
Shelby Heinbuch continues to shine in her 
driving career. In 2011, she enjoyed the 
following successes. At the East Aurora Pleasure 
Driving Show, she was 4th in turnout, 1st in 
working, 1st in timed obstacles and 2nd in 
reinsmanship. At Walnut Hill, Shelby was 5th in 
turnout in the Junior Division.  
 
Shelby was awarded scholarships in 2008, 2009, 
2010 and 2011 from the Eastern Ontario 
Pleasure Driving Society. In 2009-2010, she was 
awarded the Ontario Equestrian Federation 
Bursary. At Walnut Hill, she won the prestigious 
2011 William Remley Memorial Award. 
 
Our youngest driver, Kilby Brunner-DeForest, 
was junior division champion at the Metamora 
Pleasure Driving Show. She also won all her 
classes at Metamora in 2010, earning the junior 
championship award. At the recent Walnut Hill 
Pleasure Driving Show, she was 4th in the Junior 
Division turnout class. Kilby was granted the 
EOPDS Bursary in 2010 and in 2011.   
 
Reading the resumes of our Young Drivers gives 

me great pleasure. EOPDS has every reason to 
celebrate their successes. 
�
�
Rick Mercer Goes Carriage Racing 
 
Louise Fish reports that she sent an email to the 
Rick Mercer Report suggesting that Rick 
feature combined driving on his show. She 
figured he would have a super time as a back 
stepper and the coverage would raise the profile 
of the sport nationally.   
 
Louise received a reply stating that the Rick 
Mercer Report had just finished shooting a 
segment on combined driving in Alberta a 
couple of weeks before receiving Louise’s 
suggestion, and that CBC would be airing the 
segment on October 11. 
 
To view the clip, go to www.rickmercer.com 
click on Videos,under Road Trips and find the 
one titled Rick Goes Carriage Racing 
 
Terry Olmstead reports that the segment can 
also be accessed on youtube by Googling rick 
mercer youtube carriage driving. 
 
However you find it, enjoy. It is entertaining for 
sure – from Rick driving a pair of minis to a 
team of Friesians. 
 
 
Remember:  No Scents Makes Sense 
 
Classifieds 
 
For Sale: Pleasure driving harness, beautiful 
bridle by Joy Drynan. No breeching. Have had 
on a large pony, also fits horse size, $250. Also a 
pony-sized fleece, never taken out of bag. Size 
60, $50. Call JoAnne Judd at 613-256-8713, 
email joanne.judd@yahoo.com  
 
 
For Sale: Lovely pony Meadowbrook-type cart 
(photo follows), used with a 12.2 hand pony. In 
show condition. Contact Maney McNeil 613-
347-2541 or maney@sympatico.ca 
 



Edition 156                                           http://www.eopds.ca                                                            Page 12 

 12 

 
 
For Sale: Beautiful Doctor's Buggy in excellent 
condition (photo follows). Manufactured by the 
Waterloo Wagon Co. Limited of Waterloo, NY. 
Brass plaque is on the rear of the carriage and 
includes the names of Leonard Story and Paul G. 
Walsh. Dates back to late 1800s or early 1900s. 
Lovingly restored. Auto top with side curtains -- 
folds back or fully removable. Side and rear 
windows. Burgundy and black. Leather-like, 
burgundy, tufted upholstery in new condition. 
Rubber wheels. Brass-tipped single shafts, 
wrapped black patent. Black patent dash. 
$1,800.00 OBO. Located in SE Ontario. For 
more photos or information, please contact Carol 
Ann or Stephen Mills at (613) 874-1421 or by 
email at lostriverfarm@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
For Sale: 1924 Heney one horse buggy, seats 
two or four, used for weddings, parades and 
shows, asking $2,000. Has a rare side spring, 
very balanced, rides like a dream. Email 

lornacameron2000@yahoo.ca or phone 613-
200-1952 or 613-267-1413. 
��
Drive Ontario  offers free advertising to all who 
are members of Drive Ontario, which includes 
EOPDS members. Contact 
DriveOntarioClassifieds@xplornet.ca to post an 
ad or view ads at www.driveontario.ca 
 
 
Membership Notice: Participants in club events 
must have a current membership. Send proof of 
insurance with the signed renewal and waiver 
forms (available at www.eopds.ca) to: Barry 
Beach, EOPDS Treasurer, 1894 March Road, 
Kanata, Ont. K2K 1X7; phone 613-839-2127. 
Fees: Individual $30, Family $40. 
 
 
The OEF gratefully acknowledges 
the Ontario Ministry of Health Promotion, 
through the Ontario Equestrian Federation, for 
its financial contribution to the EOPDS. 
 
 
Contact the EOPDS: 
Mary Mulligan, President 
Box 955, 6120 Rideau Valley Drive, Manotick, 
Ontario K4M 1A8; 613-692-3296 
 
Phyllis Begg (VP):                  613-489-3768 
Maney McNeil (Sec):              613-347-2541 
Barry Beach (Treas):               613-839-2127 
Directors 
Margaret Monnelly                 613-825-3853 
Sally Jorgensen                       613-258-5462 
Wendy Huckabone          613-258-2961 
Jennifer Sigouin          613-742-6715 
Lynda Rivington          613-567-7347  
 
Send items for the winter newsletter by January 
30 to Lynda Rivington, 9 Belgrave Road, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 0L9; phone 613-567-7347 
or email rivington@rogers.com  Classifieds are 
free for club members. 

 


